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Blessed with enormous talents and the energy and ambition to go with them, Franklin was a
statesman, author, inventor, printer, and scientist. He helped draft the Declaration of
Independence and later was involved in negotiating the peace treaty with Britain that ended the
Revolutionary War. He also invented bifocals, a stove that is still manufactured, a water-
harmonica, and the lightning rod. Franklin's extraordinary range of interests and
accomplishments are brilliantly recorded in his Autobiography, considered one of the classics of
the genre. Covering his life up to his prewar stay in London as representative of the Pennsylvania
Assembly, this charming self-portrait recalls Franklin's boyhood, his determination to achieve
high moral standards, his work as a printer, experiments with electricity, political career,
experiences during the French and Indian War, and more. Related in an honest, open,
unaffected style, this highly readable account offers a wonderfully intimate glimpse of the
Founding Father sometimes called "the wisest American."

From the Back CoverBlessed with enormous talents and the energy and ambition to go with
them, Franklin was a statesman, author, inventor, printer, and scientist. He helped draft the
Declaration of Independence and later was involved in negotiating the peace treaty with Britain
that ended the Revolutionary War. He also invented bifocals, a stove that is still manufactured, a
water-harmonica, and the lightning rod.Franklin's extraordinary range of interests and
accomplishments are brilliantly recorded in his Autobiography, considered one of the classics of
the genre. Covering his life up to his prewar stay in London as representative of the Pennsylvania
Assembly, this charming self-portrait recalls Franklin's boyhood, his determination to achieve
high moral standards, his work as a printer, experiments with electricity, political career,
experiences during the French and Indian War, and more. Related in an honest, open,
unaffected style, this highly readable account offers a wonderfully intimate glimpse of the
Founding Father sometimes called "the wisest American."About the AuthorEdmund S. Morgan
is Sterling Professor of History Emeritus at Yale University.
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Dylan, “Quality colonial Read of Ben Franklin’s life. It’s a good book to learn about the
multifaceted life of one of America’s Founding Fathers. From working in a print shop, to learning
new languages, to scientific discovery, to several public works projects, and being at the helm of
founding a nation, the life of Ben Franklin is an interesting one. Listened to the Audiobook in one
sitting.”

Royce Callaway, “The Human Side of an American Icon. Like so many people I only know
Benjamin Franklin from school and history books where he comes across as someone stiff and
formal. But here in the first half of this book we find Ben Franklin the boy. We hear him complain
of his parents, his restrictions, quarrels with his brothers, and of course things that all boys do.
He steals from a construction site to build a fishing pier -- and gets caught. We see him finally
breaking away and moving to Philadelphia where he arrives with very little money and must
subsist on bread. He describes his youth and his gradual maturity as he builds his life and
fortune. Interestingly this book leaves some doubt as to whether he was actually married to
Deborah Read or had an "arrangement". I particularly enjoyed his description of General
Braddock and his defeat by the Indians. Although this was only briefly touched on this and other
similar references to the English gives you insight into why the colonists rebelled. Clearly the
English completely misjudged the American Character as most Europeans do even
today.Unfortunately the second half of this book was written after the war and when Franklin
was an old man and clearly not terribly interested in finishing this book. It reads as an after
thought and really doesn't provide any insight into his role or the extraordinary people and
events of which he was a part. But it does show the close relationship he had with his son so
when the estrangement came it must have hurt him deeply although this is a subject not
mentioned at all in the book. However, the editors have kindly provided a marvelous timeline in
the appendix, which really gives you a summary of the Revolutionary War as it places various
key events into perspective. You see the impact that John Paul Jones's victory over the Serapis
had on events in Paris. It shows how Franklin's diplomatic skills had a huge effect on the
ultimate outcome of the war.Franklin was an extraordinary man who lived an extraordinary life.
He writes about himself rather modestly and really doesn't touch on his activities during the war
in any detail and for this reason I only gave this book four stars. Still this is an interesting book
about a truly fascinating man.”

Wayne Edward Hanson, “Benjamin Franklin in his own words. You hear about most of the
Founders of our country in high school -- in a very cursory fashion, punctuated with questions
like: "will this be on the test?" So they come across as statues or faces on greenbacks. So it was
very interesting to hear about Franklin's life in his own words. He became a real person with
some amazing abilities -- OK he wrote it himself so maybe some creative touches here and



there -- but getting a look into the realities of his life and times brought him back to life, and gave
me some idea as to why his is so revered and the subject of so much dull high-school history
classes. History can be a dead husk of the past or conversely, you can read an autobiography
like this one and it blossoms, becomes part of your own life.”

DNA, “Unpretentious Account by an American Icon. If you would like to read an unpretentious
account of an American son who achieved success in almost anything he did and rose to the
greatest heights as a statesman, then do not miss reading Benjamin Franklin’s autobiography.
He typified the American spirit in that he was a self made man who always relied on his own
intelligence, skill, prudence and tenacity, coupled with hard work and the entrepreneurial
spirit.Surprisingly this is not a voluminous autobiography. Surprising because given the scale
and reach of Mr Franklin’s achievements, one would not expect anything less. But it is somewhat
slim for two reasons. One, it covers only a part of his life (pre Revolution days) and two, it is
marked by brevity. Mr Franklin packs a lot of stuff, even in a single sentence! I found Part One,
which forms the greater part of the book, the most interesting because it focuses on the making
of the man. Part Two is devoted mostly to expound his position on religion and values. Part 3 and
especially Part 4 go into excruciating detail about his public life, covering his tenure with the
Pennsylvania Assembly.Benjamin Franklin the statesman par excellence, who had nothing but
the public good in mind, becomes more relevant today than ever before when you encounter the
buffoonery that prevails in politics today.PS: I wish the able statesman had covered the part of
his life spanning the Revolution. It would have been another window to history”

ARAVIND, “The First American - Benjamin Franklin. The Autobiography of Benjamin
Franklin...1st published in 1793. The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin is the traditional name
for the unfinished record of his own life written as letters to his son by Benjamin Franklin from
1771 to 1790...Youngest Son of Josiah Franklin, Benjamin Franklin born on 1706 and spend his
childhood days in Boston, worked as a apprentice under his own elder brother... where he got a
chance to read books and eventually he became very fond of reading them. At age 17, He left to
Philadelphia to work as a printer...In Philadelphia, He made several acquaintances, especially
with popular personalities, which eventually helped him grow in his career... He Succeeded in
opening his own printing press and there he met his future wife "Deborah Read".He started
writing Articles to the Newspaper at very young age where he got numerous experience in
writing articles... He became a member of political group and elected as a leader. He also shown
interest in experiments and performed many....!!!! Yes he is a Inventor... The inventor of Franklin
stove & Lightening rod.. He is most famous for performing Kite experiment, where he explained
the relation between lightening and electricity...He once appointed as a colonial Postmaster
General in battle of Pennsylvania... and also represented AMERICA when he went to other
countries. He is also one of the members who signed the declaration of Independence to United
states, thus he became one of the founding fathers of AMERICA.Benjamin Franklin is a Author,



printer, political theorist, politician postmaster, scientist, inventor, humorist, civic activist,
statesman, and diplomat.I Strongly recommend one to buy this book, and the following once...*
The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin* the Diary of a Young Girl - Anne Frank* The Story of by
Life - Hellen Keller* The story of MY EXPERIMENTS WITH TRUTH - MK Gandhi* Long walk to
freedom - Nelson MandelaNote : I bought this book from Finger print publishers, unlike other
books this book has a good paper and printing quality.”

Marcolorenzo, “DEFINITIVE EDITION OF THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY. This Yale University edition
of the Autobiography is the definitive edition. The introductory notes are exhaustive. Where
Franklin includes a table or diagram in his autobiography this edition also includes them. The
work itself is enlightening about the man, his talents, the goals of his life and his times (The
colonies of Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania etc., the American Revolution, the new
founding American nation, the court of Louis VX , England of the late 18th century etc.)
Recommended. Also see the Folio edition Benjamin Franklin in his own words, which is not the
autobiography pure and simple but an abridged version with other included material letters,
newspaper article to create a fuller story of Franklin's life. The Folio editon work is something half
way between this autobiography and a biography also recommended.”

Thomas Cooper, “Great. Very interesting read from a very intellegent man. It's incomplete and
there's a lot missing however there is a lot of interesting information. He mentions scepticism of
Christianity, his belief that women should be educated and the public in general. He had his own
rules that he wrote in a way to be accepting of other religions. Surprisingly philosophical and
educational.”

Knowledge thru Books., “Polymath. Ben Franklin was a true polymath. He is without doubt one of
the greatest minds of the enlightenment. He role in science and philosophy is profound. I love
the personal insights regarding his life. His excellence of mind and his friendship with Thomas
Paine are inspiring. The unprincipled rogues in Government today betray the essence of The
American Revolution. We need more Franklin ,  Paine and Jefferson . I really enjoyed this book.”

Luc REYNAERT, “Litera scripta manet. In this candid autobiography, B. Franklin unveils his
vision and tactics in business, political, social, religious and sexual matters. His colonial
viewpoint stands in sharp contrast with his `moral' attitude.American DreamB. Franklin is the
perfect example of the fulfillment of the American Dream. Working from the age of 10 in his
father's business, he goes to New York, `a boy of 17, without the least recommendation or
knowledge of any person, with very little money in my pocket' and becomes a wealthy and
influential businessman.Character, colonialism, protestant influenceHe was a ferociously
independent mind with a huge aversion for arbitrary power. He was a generous, good-hearted
man, who refused to patent his inventions, because `as we enjoy great advantage from the



invention of others, we should be glad of an opportunity to serve others by any invention of ours;
and this we should do freely and generously.'(!)But he was not so generous with the aboriginal
US population: `rum may be the appointed means to extirpate these savages in order to make
room for cultivators of the earth.'He was a perfectionist, wanting to become completely virtuous.
He even composed a catalogue of moral virtues (13) with temperance (eating, drinking),
frugality (no waste), industry (useful job) and chastity (sex only for health and
offspring).Business, general tacticsUnder the influence of his father, he became a writer (of
almanacs) and a printer and later launched his own newspaper.He never published pamphlets
or proposals in his own name, but under pseudonyms like `some publick-spirited gentlemen',
thereby avoiding `the presenting myself to the publick as the author of any scheme for their
benefit.'Another tactic was: `I shall never ask, never refuse, nor never resign an office.'Politics,
religionHe sees through the political game: `while a party is carrying on a general design, each
man has his particular private interest in view. Man primarily considered that their own and their
country's interest were united.'In religious matters, he was a deist, but never became a member
of a sect, because he saw their blatant hypocrisy: `each sect grievously calumniated other sects'
and `every other sect supposing itself in possession of all truth.' Even the Quakers got easily rid
of their principle `that no kind of war was lawful.'Sex, marriageCandidly he confesses that `that
hard-to-be-governed passion of youth hurried me frequently into intrigues with low women,
which were attended with some expense besides a continual risque to my health.'For marriage,
`the business of a printer being generally thought a poor one.' `I was not to expect money with a
wife, unless with such a one as I should not otherwise think agreeable.'These sincere
autobiographical notes are a must read for all those interested in US history.”

The book by Stella Suberman has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 5,329 people have provided feedback.
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